








REGULAR SESSION

 








September 8,2020

The regular session of Commissioners’ Court of Trinity County was held Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 9:00 am in the District Courtroom, 162 West 1st street, Trinity County Courthouse, Groveton, Texas, with the following members present: 

                                                              Doug Page, County Judge

                                             Grover (Tiger) Worsham, Commissioner Pct.1

                                                              Mike Loftin, Commissioner Pct. 2

                                                             Neal Smith Commissioner, Pct. 3

                                                          Steven Truss, Commissioner, Pct. 4

1.  County Judge Doug Page called the meeting to order at 9:00 am and noted that the agenda was properly filed and posted at 9:00 A.M., Sept. 3, 2020. All Commissioners were present, other officials’ present included, County Auditor Bonnie Kennedy, Sheriff Woody Wallace, Constable Pct. 1 Tommy Park, County Attorney Joe Bell, Treasurer Bob Dockens and JP 4 Richard Steptoe, Judge Page welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Commissioner Loftin led the group in an opening prayer and Judge Page led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American and Texas flags. 

3.  Public Forum. 

4.  Approval of the Minutes of the August 25, 2020 Regular Session, September 4,2020 Special Session was made by a motion from Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Loftin. Motion carried.

5. Discuss and Act on Official Bonds.
6. Discuss and Act on Pauper Funeral Payment

7.  Approval of Personnel Action Forms was made by a motion from Commissioner Truss and seconded by Commissioner Smith. Motion carried.

8. Consider Deferment of Employee 6.2% FICA Tax During September 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020 and Repayment to be January 1, 2021 through April 30, 2021. A motion was made by Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Loftin to not defer employee 6.2% FCIA Tax during September 1, 2020 through December 31.2020. Motion carried.
9. Approval of Complete Check Register for August 2020 was made by a motion from Commissioner Worsham and seconded by Commissioner Loftin. Motion carried.

10. Approval of Budget Amendments as presented was made by a motion from Commissioner Loftin and seconded by Commissioner Truss. Motion carried.

11. Receive as Information District Court Order Setting Annual Salary for Trinity County Auditor and Assistant Auditors For Fiscal Year 2021

12.  Approval to Accept Donation from District Attorney of a Portion of State Supplement Funds to Cover Assistant DA Salary for Remaining Fiscal Year

was made by a motion from Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Worsham. Motion carried.

13. Approval of Entering into an Interlocal Contract with Trinity County Appraisal District for Collection of Property Taxes In Accordance With Texas Tax Code Sec. 6.24(b) Effective October 1, 2020 was made by a motion from Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Worsham. Motion carried.

14. Approval of R&B Precinct 3 to Purchase 2009 John Deere 310SJ Backhoe from Houston County R&B was made by a motion from Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Loftin. Motion carried.

15. Approval of Purchase Used 624 John Deere Loader for R&B Pct. 4

 was made by a motion from Commissioner Truss and seconded by Commissioner Smith. Motion carried.

16.  Approval of FY2021 VINE Service Agreement was made by a motion from Commissioner Worsham and seconded by Commissioner Loftin. Motion carried.

17. Approval of Moving the General Election from Trinity City Hall to Trinity Fire Station Due to Social Distancing Guidelines was made by a motion from Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Loftin. Motion carried.

18. Receive Information, Announcements and Reports from County Departments.
19. Approval of Amendment to Interlocal Agreement between Trinity County and Montgomery County for Performance of Postmortem Examinations by Montgomery County, Texas was made by a motion from Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Truss. Motion carried.

20. Approval of Setting September 22, 2020 as the date for Public Hearing for FY 2021 Budget was made by a motion from Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Truss. Motion carried.

21.  Approval of Proposed Tax Rate to Fund FY2021 was made by a motion from Commissioner Worsham and seconded by Commissioner Smith. Motion carried.

22.  Budget Workshop on the preparation of the FY 2021 Trinity County Budget.
23. The Court Will Now Adjourn to Closed Session Pursuant to the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code Section 551.071 for Consultation with Attorney on Pending Litigation. The Time is ___10:08 A.M.__ in/ the Time is ___10:56 A.M._ out

24.  The Court Will Reconvene in Open Session Following the Closed Session
25. Approval authorizing the County Attorney and Sheriff’s Department to take such necessary action to assure Dogwood Rd remains open was made by a motion from Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Worsham. Motion carried. 
26. Approval authorizing the County Attorney to obtain reimbursement for damages to Holly Cemetery Rd including negotiating settlements, subject to Commissioners Approval and filing and prosecuting suit for damages was made by a motion from Commissioner Smith and seconded by Commissioner Lofitn. Motion carried. 
27.  With no further business to come before the Commissioner’s Court, court adjourned with a motion from Commissioner Loftin and seconded by Commissioner Smith. Motion carried. 

_________________________________________

Doug Page, County Judge
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Grover (Tiger) Worsham, Commissioner, Pct. 1
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Michael Loftin, Commissioner Pct. 2

__________________________________________

Neal Smith, Commissioner Pct. 3





 _________________________________________

Steven Truss, Commissioner Pct. 4

  

Attest:________________________________________

               Shasta Bergman, Trinity County Clerk
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